


Introduction

This article has more of a 'New Testament History Survey' function than anything else. It 

is always important for us to be aware of the fact that the New Testament was not written 

in isolation or in a vacuum. Apart from being the fulfillment of the Old Testament, the New 

Testament is surrounded by politics, war and groups of people. 

Relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament

The Old Testament focuses primarily on the Mosaic Covenant which God made with

Israel at Mt. Sinai after the Exodus and before they entered the Promised Land

(Exodus 20-24; Deut.28-30).

The Mosaic Covenant included the laws and all its regulations, rituals and sacrifices.

The Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C. and Babylonian in 586 B.C were the result of

breaking the Old Covenant.

The Old Testament records the history of Israel and God’s redemptive plan for His

people both Jews and Gentiles.The New Testament focuses on Christ and the promise of 

spiritual blessings to all nations in Abrahamic Covenant. The Old Covenant was fulfilled by 

Christ and replaced by the New Covenant of promise.

Old Testament New Testament

Begins God’s revelation Completes God’s revelation

Predicts Christ as Messiah Presents Christ as Messiah

Requires faith for salvation Requires faith for salvation

Requires living by faith Requires living by faith

NT is concealed in the OT OT revealed in the NT

The law is external The law is internal (within)

Relationship to God through the priest Close relationship through Christ

No enablement Divine enablement

Temporary provision for sin Permanent provision for sins

Designed to show holiness Designed to save

Ended with death of Christ Began with death of Christ

Collective Individual



OT is not complete without NT NT is not understandable without OT

The New Testament does not contradict the Old Testament, but completes, confirms and 

complement the Old Testament.

The four Gospels of Jesus

The word gospel means good news.

The four gospels contain the good news about:

1. the earthly life and ministry of Jesus Christ,

2. the divine redemptive mission of Jesus Christ,

3. the eternal Son of God who came into the world as man to become the Saviour of all 

men.

Each gospel account was written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit by different

men at different times from different background. The gospel presents the same message 

concerning the ministry and mission of

Jesus Christ, based on His atoning work, the substitutionary death on the cross- followed 

by His triumphant and unique bodily resurrection.

They are designed to present a complete picture of Jesus Christ as Son of God and

Son of man for various readers. While some critical scholars claim that the gospels 

contradict each other and are repetitious, yet they fail to see that the four gospels 

complete, complement and confirm each other.

Synoptic Gospels:

The first three gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, are known as Synoptic Gospels because

they “see together”(Gk. Sunopsis) the life of Christ and cover the same basic events, even 

though each has its unique emphasis. There is a high degree of similarity found in the 

synoptic gospels in their presentation of the ministry of Jesus.

The similarities involve structure, content and tone of the three gospels. The aspects

serve to bind the first three gospels together and to separate them from John’s gospel. 



Matthew. Mark and Luke structure the ministry of Jesus according to a general geographic 

sequence: ministry in Galilee, withdrawal to the north (e.g. Caesarea Philippi), ministry in 

Judea and Perea while Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and final ministry in Jerusalem. 

John does not follow this sequence in full.

The Gospel of John is known as the supplementary gospel having been written over

a period of thirty years later (ca. AD 90). It was written from a theological perspective

and has 92% unique material. He focuses more on private ministry of Jesus and His

divinity.

Over the last two centuries, scholars have scrutinized the Synoptic Gospels from

many angles and with many different results. This approach and results to the

Synoptic Gospels is unavoidable, given the vital importance of these books for

Christian belief and life.

The four gospels display reliable information on the person and works of Christ.



Sources:

Sources for this study mainly include but are not limited to study material from Christ 

Seminary and F.E. Bruce's New Testament History. At this stage I want to give a special 

thanks to my New Testament History lecturer, Joseph Mahlaola. It was truly one of my 

favorite classes at Sem.

I forgot to mention the sources for the articles up until now, but will include them in 

future versions of the PDF's.


